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1.0 Purpose Statement 

2.0 What is the purpose of a portable fire extinguisher? 
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3.0 Do I need a portable fire extinguisher? 

3.1 For new buildings 

 

 

Purpose of 
extinguishers 

Requirement 
to have 

extinguishers 

Types of 
extinguishers 

Using 
extinguishers 

Servicing  of 
extinguishers 



Frequently Asked Questions: 
Portable Fire Extinguishers 

 
Information Bulletin Frequently Asked Questions: Portable Fire Extinguishers 

Version 1         Page 5 

 

 

 

3.2 For existing buildings 
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3.3 Vehicles 

3.4 Vessels (boats, ships and the like) 

 
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4.0 What type of extinguisher do I need? 

 

 

 

o 

o 

4.1 Classes of fires 
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4.2 Types of extinguishers 

Heat 

Fuel 

Chemical 
reaction 

Oxygen 
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http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/ozone/halon/halon-disposal
http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/ozone/halon/halon-disposal
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4.3 Which extinguisher type to use on what class of fire 
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4.4 Extinguisher classification and rating 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions: 
Portable Fire Extinguishers 

 
Information Bulletin Frequently Asked Questions: Portable Fire Extinguishers 

Version 1         Page 15 



Frequently Asked Questions: 
Portable Fire Extinguishers 

 
Information Bulletin Frequently Asked Questions: Portable Fire Extinguishers 

Version 1         Page 16 

4.4.1 What does a different rating mean? 
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5.0 How do I use an extinguisher? 

6.0 Do I need to have my extinguisher serviced (maintained)? 

6.1 How often does my extinguisher need to be routinely 
serviced? 

6.1.1 Standards 
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 

 

 

6.1.2 Frequency 
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6.2 Who can service extinguishers? 

 

o 

o 

o 

 
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6.3 Service records 

 

 

6.3.1 Tags and labels 

 
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 
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6.3.2 Summary records 

6.4 Other considerations when having your extinguishers 
routinely serviced 

 

 

 

 

 

7.0 Disclaimer 
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